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President’s Message Newsletter 

April 14, 2015 

 
I want to thank our Board of Directors and all of our 

members for making our March dinner a great success.  

It was wonderful to see so many of our colleagues 

sharing their experiences with each other and having the 

opportunity to listen to our former Chancellor and 

President of Medgar Evers College, Rudolph F. “Rudy” 

Crew at our March 2, 2015 dinner.   

 

This past month, Chancellor Fariña announced a 

reorganization of our system for supporting schools: 

Strong Schools, Strong Communities. She explained 

how these changes would provide clearer lines of 

accountability and would enable our system to deliver 

supports that are better aligned to our Framework for 

Great Schools.  

 

Beginning in July, Networks (school support providers) 

as we have come to know over the past few years, will 

no longer be supporting our schools as they were 

intended to do.  We will now have seven geographically-

based Borough Field Support Centers that will provide 

school support and Superintendents acting as both our 

advocate and primary line of support.  

 

On Tuesday May 5, 2015 we are having our Medalist 

Dinner and this year’s medalist is New York State 

Senator John J. Flanagan.   
 

The New York Academy Medalist Award is the highest 

award bestowed by the academy on an individual who 

has demonstrated beneficial impact and commitment to 

improving our public education system.  The award was 

established in 1935 by NYAPE and continued by its 

Board of Directors.   

 

 

 

It is through this award that the academy recognizes 

the importance of the recipients’ contributions to the 

vitality, imagination, and leadership of the 

educational profession.  The academy, further, 

acknowledges the creativity and innovation of those 

who work to tackle some of the issues or problems 

that confronts the educational community and whose 

goals are to bring excellence to education. 

 

As Senator, John Flanagan is an advocate for 

education; Senator Flanagan is currently the 

Chairman of the Senate Standing Committee on 

Education. He has been a constant voice for 

increasing the quality of education in New York 

State. 

 

Just this past month, Senator Flanagan played an 

integral role in the passing of the State budget, and 

with the passing of the budget we will now see more 

changes to our educational system.   

 

Changes made in public education are nothing new.  

As far back as 1912, when this organization began, 

there have been many changes to public education; 

some of these changes have been praised while 

others have been looked at as not in the best interest 

of all of our children.  Hopefully these new changes 

will ultimately be praised and help all of our 

students.  

 

As educators we all agree that we must increase the 

quality of education; the question is what the best 

way to do this is and how many more changes will 

we experience before we all come together to get it 

right for all of our children.   

 

Our next Educational Forum plans to have a panel 

discussion about public and charter schools. 

 

I again want to thank everyone for their support and 

contributions to our organization.  The New York 

Academy of Public Education continues to promote 

the interests of urban education of public schools, 

private schools, and colleges and universities. 

 

 

Visit our website at www.nyape.org 

 

 

Respectfully, 

Louis Pavone 

President  

New York Academy of Public Education 
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Senator John J. Flanagan  

Chairman of the New York State Senate Standing Committee on Education 
 
Senator John J. Flanagan represents the Second Senate District, which includes the entire Town of Smithtown and portions of the Town of 
Brookhaven and the Town of Huntington. He was first elected to represent this part of Suffolk County in 2002 and overwhelmingly reelected 
in 2004, 2006, 2008, 2010, 2012 and 2014.   
 
During his time in the Senate, Senator Flanagan has been a constant leader in the fight to reduce the tax burden facing Long Islanders – 
an effort he began when he served during his sixteen years in the New York State Assembly immediately prior to his service in the 
Senate.  During his tenure in the lower house, he served as the ranking member of the powerful Ways and Means Committee where he 
fought for meaningful tax relief.   
 
A fierce advocate for education, Senator Flanagan is currently the Chairman of the Senate Standing Committee on Education. He has been 
a constant voice for increasing the quality of education in New York State with a long history of fighting to ensure that all regions get their 
fair share of state aid to reduce class size and to protect property taxpayers. In the 2013-14 Enacted Budget, Senator Flanagan was 
instrumental in securing close to one billion dollars in additional aid for school districts throughout New York State. 
 
To ensure that he has a complete understanding of the educational issues facing school districts throughout the state, Senator Flanagan 
has visited nearly a dozen of his colleagues’ communities to listen to the concerns of local school leaders in an effort to foster an open 
dialogue on education policies.  Senator Flanagan has supported the Safe Schools Against Violence in Education Act (Project SAVE) and 
worked to permanently extend the Child Safety Zone law which gives otherwise ineligible children access to bus service to increase safety 
in New York schools.  To enhance the ability of all students to receive a quality education, Senator Flanagan has worked to expand funding 
for pre-kindergarten programs, has strived to make college more affordable by maintaining funding for New York State's tuition assistance 
program and has supported college savings programs that allow for tax-free savings and increased deductions for future college tuition 
payments. 
 
To protect New York children from drug abuse, he has joined with parents who are at the forefront of the fight to get drugs out of their 
communities. He was a leader in the successful effort to ban the possession and sale of “legal” drugs like salvia divinorum, synthetic 
marijuana and "bath salts". And he also worked to enact the Internet System for Tracking Over-Prescribing (“I-STOP”) Act and include “real 
time” prescription tracking to provide more information to doctors and pharmacists, in an effort to prevent deaths from abuse and overdoses 
of prescription drugs, particularly painkillers. 
 
As a state senator, he has also demonstrated his commitment to the disabled community, school organizations and women’s groups by 
delivering increased state funding and enacting critical legislation in support of their causes. 
 
Senator Flanagan was raised in Huntington where he attended Harborfields High School. In 1983, he earned a B.A. in Economics from the 
College of William and Mary in Virginia and in 1990 he received a law degree from Touro Law School.  Senator Flanagan is proudly 
following the path of his father, the late John Flanagan, who served in the New York State Assembly from 1972 to 1986. 
 
Senator Flanagan resides in East Northport with his wife, the former Lisa Perez of Maryland. Together, they have raised three children. 

 

Medalist  
May 5, 2015 



    

 

 

    

The MissionThe MissionThe MissionThe Mission    
The mission of the Academy is to promote the interests of urban education in both public and private  

schools and universities in the New York Metropolitan Area. 

 



    

 

 

        

March 2, 2015 
Fall Dinner 



    

 

 

 

The Academy:  2014-2015 
A Year of Celebration and Connecting! 



    

 

 

Upcoming Events 
 

Dinner Meeting - May 5, 2015, 5:30pm 

 

Dinner Meetings are held at The Princeton Club, 15 West 43rd Street 

CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR MARCH INDUCTEES 

 

Inductee    Position       Member Sponsor 
  
Robin Walker   Program Coordinator of the Cahn Fellows  Louis Pavone 

Program for Distinguished Principals 
  
Rafael Campos-Gatjens  Principal – P.S. 112 Queens    Louis Pavone 
  
Andrea Spencer, PhD  Dean – School of Education    Dr. John Jangl 

Pace University, NY 
  
David Newman   AP of Social Studies and Environmental Science  Randy Asher 

Brooklyn Technical High School 
  
Elizabeth Sciabarra  Executive Director     Randy Asher 

Brooklyn Tech Alumni Foundation 
  
Kevin Moran                                   ExecutiveDirector                                                                      Randy Asher 
                                                          NYCDOE – Division of Operations 
  
Gilberto Garcia                               Director of High School Programs               Stephen Rappaport  

Denise Schira 
                                                                 

    

� Jennifer M. Boone was awarded Woman of the Year by ABENY 
 

� Robert Kazanowitz was recently selected as a Faculty expert for Touro College to deal with issues around Special Education 
concerns. 
 

� Brian O’Connell, Principal of Scholars’ Academy, has been nominated for the Annual Elizabeth Rohatyn Prize for Schools 
Where Teaching Matters. 
 

� Dr. Jerrold Ross just received a major award at the National Catholic Education Association Conference as the person who 
did the most for Catholic schools across the US. He has also been elected to the Board of The Fund For Public Schools. The 
Fund is responsible for raising large amounts for the schools in NYC. 
 

� Dr. Albert Sackey completed his doctorate in educational leadership, management and policy from Seton Hall University. He is 
also completing his first year as principal of Nathan Hale Middle School in Norwalk CT. 
 

� Denise Schira is now on the Executive Board of New York State Association of Latino Administrators and Superintendents 
(NYS ALAS). 

 

SPOTLIGHTS 
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