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I would like to take this opportunity 
to say Happy New Year to all our members 
and their loved ones.    A New Year always 
brings change.  It has been an exciting new 
year for the Academy.  The Executive Board 
and I would like to welcome our Recording 
Secretary Adrienne Ubertini.  Ms. Ubertini is 
a Principal at PS 90 Horace Mann School 
located in Queens. We would also like to 
congratulate Frank DeSario, John Mancini 
and Carol Russo for their dedication to the 
Academy over the years by granting them 
Honorary Life Time membership.  We thank 
you for all your hard work and time you take 
from your busy schedule to assure the New 
York Academy of Public Education thrives.  
 

Dialogue among school and 
community leaders continues to be enriched 
by the presentations of guest speakers at our 
dinners. For our winter dinner, the keynote 
speaker will be Ramon F. Garcia, Assistant 
Commissioner, School Safety, N.Y.P.D. 
Assistant Commissioner. Ramon F. Garcia 
has been an employee of New York City’s 
School Safety Division for over 32 years.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

He has oversight for over 5,000 
dedicated School Safety Agents and over 200 
police officers. These men and women 
provide safety and security of over 1.2 
million students in over 1,800 NYC Public 
Schools. Assistant Commissioner Garcia is a 
firm believer that if crime goes down, 
academic scores go up.   
 

This year’s Medalist will be CSA 
President, Ernest Logan. The Academy 
Medalist Award is the highest award 
bestowed by the Academy on an individual 
who has demonstrated beneficial impact 
and commitment to improving our public 
education system.  The award was 
established in 1935 by NYAPE and continued 
by its Board of Directors. Save the date. Our 
Medalist dinner will take place at the 
Princeton Club on May 11, 2017.  
 

The Academy offers opportunities to 
discuss relevant education topics by 
facilitating the publication of manuscripts 
for its Professional Journal. The Academy 
encourages all members and colleagues to 
submit a manuscript for publication in our 
Professional Journal. We thank Dr. John 
Jangl and the peer editors, for taking on the 
editing of the annual issue of the NYAPE 
Professional Journal. Members who are 
interested in peer editing, should contact Dr. 
John Jangl at Triadedu@aol.com. Please visit 
our website at www.nyape.org to read our 
past Professional Journals as well as 
additional information and updates. 
 

Please take a minute to keep us 
informed of your professional highlights, 
such as awards, commendations, and 
recognitions that should be shared with our 
community.  Please email spotlights to John 
Mancini at Mancinijl@verizon.net. If you 
would like to nominate someone to our 
organization, please visit our Website at 
www.nyape.org. Applicants can apply online. 
Inductions into the Academy occur at our 
fall and winter dinners.  I look forward to 
greeting everyone at our next dinner 
meeting on May 11, 2017 at the Princeton 
Club.  
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ASSISTANT COMMISSIONER, SCHOOL SAFETY, 
N.Y.P.D. 

             Ramon F. Garcia 
Assistant Commissioner, Ramon F. 

Garcia, has been an employee of New York City’s 
School Safety Division for over 32 years and has 
oversight for over 5,000 dedicated School Safety 
Agents and over 200 police officers who provide 
safety and security of over 1.2 million students in 
over 1,800 NYC Public Schools. He began his 
career as a School Safety Officer prior to the 
1998 merge of the School Safety Division (SSD) 
with the N.Y.C., Department of Education. 
Assistant Commissioner Garcia served in key 
positions: Chief of Support Services, Chief of 
Patrol, and Chief of Security Operations. 

When the responsibility was transferred 
to the NYPD in December of 1998, Assistant 
Commissioner Garcia served as the NYPD 
Adjutant to the School Safety Division and was 
instrumental in the restructuring of the School 
Safety Division organizational structure creating 
a more efficient uniformed and civilian 
management team. A team that successfully 
reduced crime in and around schools and 
coordinated the safe evacuation of students, 
teachers and staff in the schools surrounding 
“Ground Zero” on September 11, 2001. Assistant 
Commissioner Garcia was later promoted in 
2001 to Director of Patrol Operations and was 
instrumental in significantly decreasing total and 
violent crimes, weapons possession and disorder 
which resulted in a safer environment for 1.2 
million New York City students, over 300,000 
teachers and staff members in over 1800 school 
sites citywide.  Assistant Commissioner Garcia is 
a firm believer that if crime goes down, academic 
scores go up. He credits a lot of the success to the 
partnerships created with various community 
based organizations and parent groups. These 
collaborative partnerships resulted in the School 
Safety Division being awarded an N.Y.P.D. Unit 
Citation in 2009 by NYPD, Commissioner 
Raymond W. Kelly, and in 2013 by NYPD, 
Commissioner William J. Bratton for achieving a  
 

significant decrease in total crime, decrease in violent 
crimes, while reducing the overall number of arrests and 
criminal summonses on students in NYC schools. 

 In March 2014, Assistant Commissioner Garcia was 
selected as a Team Leader on Police Commissioner 
Bratton’s NYPD Reengineering Team. This team was 
successful in conducting a comprehensive examination of 
the NYPD, which had a significant impact on enforcement, 
morale, community relations, and how the NYPD 
collaborates inside and outside of the Department.  

Assistant Commissioner Garcia is a member of the 
Mayor’s School Climate and Safety Leadership Team which 
is advising Mayor Bill De Blasio on reforms that continue 
positive trend of declining crime, arrest and suspension 
rates in and around NYC Schools. 

 Assistant Commissioner Garcia has real affinity for 
School Safety and Police Officers who live and work in the 
community that they serve and protect. A dedicated group 
of public servants that devote much of their own time to 
mentoring students through the Explorers Program, 
coaching sports teams, and sponsoring community events; 
officers who foster a great rapport and trusted relationship 
with students who view them as role models. 

Assistant Commissioner Garcia is a resident of the 
Bronx, New York City.  Assistant Commissioner Garcia 
displays a passion and firm commitment to provide a safe 
school environment where principals can lead, teachers can 
teach, and students can learn, dream, achieve and accomplish 

their dreams. 
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        President Emeritus, Louis Pavone 

The Academy in History 
 

the community and the reason that Long Island City 
has become so desirable a neighborhood. 
 He is a member of many professional 
organizations such as the New York City Elementary 
School Principals Association, Catholic Teachers 
Association, and Emerald Society. 
 His citywide leadership includes 
membership of the Board of Directors and Past 
President of the New York Academy of Public 
Education. He has been the citywide representative 
for Elementary School Principals on the Council of 
Supervisors and Administrators and represents NYC 
in meetings with the School Administrators 
Association of the State of NY (SAANYS) in Albany as 
a member of the Government Relations Committee 
through the CSA. 
 Mr. Pavone has been the recipient of many 
honors.  He believes in strong after school programs 
for children and he has received the After School 
Hero Award from the Cheering for Children 
Foundation for his work in after-school programs.  
 Mr. Pavone believes in strong partnerships 
and understands how valuable a great teacher is. 
For his work with the UFT he has received the U.F.T. 
Partnership Award for creating a quality 
educational climate at PS/IS 78Q.  Mr. Pavone was 
honored by former Mayor Bloomberg and his school 
received the Excellence in Service Award from 
Mayor Bloomberg for service to its community. 
 In June of 2013 Mr. Pavone was awarded a 
fellowship in the Cahn Fellows Program for 
distinguished principals from Teachers College, 
Columbia University.    

In June of 2015 Mr. Pavone was presented 
with a Proclamation from the Majority Leader of the 
Council of the City of New York.  He has always 
believed that we succeed because others have given 
us their time and knowledge to help us, especially 
one’s family. 

Mr. Pavone has said that, “only by 
acknowledging the success and sacrifice made by 
those who came before us can we truly succeed.” 
 
The Academy applauds the invaluable contributions 
to education of President Emeritus Louis Pavone. 

 

THE ACADEMY IN HISTORY 

By Carol Russo, Historian 
As we embark on our one hundred fifth year, The 

New York Academy of Public Education continues to 
advance its efforts and values in urban education. The 
results of our efforts can be attributed to leaders who have 
committed and dedicated their expertise to the Academy’s 
purpose. One such leader is President Emeritus Louis 
Pavone. 

Louis Pavone graduated from the Catholic 
University of America, Washington, D.C., received a Master 
of Science degree with distinction in Education from Mercy 
College and a Master of Science Degree in Education 
Administration and Supervision from Baruch College. He 
has been the Principal at Public School 78Q, a PreK through 
8th grade school in Long Island City, Queens since 2006. His 
professional experience includes teaching Math and Social 
Studies at the Elementary and Middle School levels. Prior to 
his present principalship he was an Assistant Principal at 
both the Elementary and Middle school levels. 

He firmly believes that the mission of PS/IS 78Q is to 
discover and further students' individual talents. He has 
partnered with many arts organizations to provide these 
opportunities for our children. The school that he leads 
plays a very important role in the life of the LIC Community. 
The schools reputation and the NYC Report Card scores 
make Long Island City a community that parents want to 
live in and stay to raise their children. Mr. Pavone’s 
commitment to a rigorous instructional program ensures 
that all students have the opportunity to succeed.   

Through his leadership, the school is the center for  
 



 

 
 
 
 

• Congratulations to our new Lifetime Members, Carol Russo, Frank 
DeSario and John Mancini! The Board of Directors voted unanimously to 
honor all three for their hard work and dedication. Carol, Frank and 
John have been active Officers and Directors for many years. Each has 
made unique contributions to our continued success! 
 

• Randy Asher has accepted a new position, working with our Chancellor 
to reduce the city’s Absent Teacher Pool. 
 

• Brian O’Connell, Principal of The Scholars Academy as he will be 
honored as “Educator of the Year” for 2017 by the New York Families for 
Autistic Children (NYFAC Foundation).  
 

• Linda Green has earned an Ed.D. in Educational Leadership from the 
Esteves School of Education at Sage College. Dr. Green did her research 
in high poverty New York City elementary schools on the influence of 
instructional leadership practices on ELA teaching strategies. 
 

• Denise Schira was re-elected to serve on the CSA Executive Board 
representing Education Administrators, Directors, and Committee on 
Special Education Chairpersons citywide through 2019. 
 
 
 
 

Our Medalist Dinner  

The Princeton Club 

15 West 43rd Street, New York, NY 10036 

Thursday, May 11, 2017 

Keynote Speaker – Ernest Logan 

Spotlights 
 



 

  

 
 
 
 
 

CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR 
March 7th, 2017 

INDUCTEES 
 

 

 
 
 

CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR 
Fall 2016 

INDUCTEES 
 
 

William Bassell, Principal of American Studies 
 

Patrick Burns, Principal, MS 217 
 

Steffani Fanizzi, Assistant Principal, PS 153 
 

Alejandro Fernandez, Assistant Principal, IS 347 
 

Dr. Kenneth Forman, Program Coordinator, Stony Brook University 
 

Marie Guillaume, Principal, High School for Energy and Technology 
 

Mark A. Main, Assistant Principal, MS 137 
 

Alex Marrero, Principal, IS 254 
 

Polixeny Matsikas, Assistant Principal, PS 70 
 

   Elizabeth Orsini-Fox, Assistant Principal, MS 137 
 

Michael Potwardski, Assistant Principal, MS 137 
 

Ainsley Rudolfo, Executive Director for Programs and Partnerships NYC DOE 
 

Zoanne Wilkins, Assistant Principal, MS 137 
 
 Andrea Yard, Assistant Principal, MS 53 

 


