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It is my honor to begin my first year as 
President of the New York Academy of 
Public Education. I would like to thank 
everyone for their immense support and 
trust. I am humbled by your confidence that 
I will be able to represent you.  
 
As Mr. Carranza starts his first school year as 
Chancellor, he aims to deliver excellence 
through equity in order to make the New 
York City school system the fairest and 
strongest in the nation. It is my hope that we 
as an educational organization can also 
work towards strengthening students’ 
growth with fair and strong public schools. 
In order to continue to advocate for strong 
and fair public schools, we look forward to 
having motivational speakers and panelists 
at our dinner meetings and forum. Our 
Educational Forum for this year will be held 
on November 5, 2018 at Fordham University.  
 
I am appreciative of the work and support of 
my predecessors, and I would like to 
welcome the new President elect, Dr. 
Anthony Cavanna.  
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I would also like to welcome the new 
Executive Director, Michael Troy and the 
new Treasurer, Ms. Susan Barnes. I look 
forward to working collaboratively with 
them alongside our board of directors. I am 
pleased to report that several committees 
have been working over the summer 
planning educational events that we will 
offer this school year. I am grateful for the 
time and expertise our committee members 
share, and I am inspired by their continuous 
commitment to our Academy.  
 
Some of you may know Mr. G for his weather 
forecasting, but he is also known a 
supporter of public education. His 
enthusiasm and strong belief in the power of 
public education has led him to visit over 
500 schools across NYC. His visits entailed 
lessons and knowledge that motivated, 
engaged and inspired students and teachers 
to learn about science and nature. I am 
pleased to announce that Mr. G will be our 
guest speaker at our Fall dinner meeting at 
the Princeton Club on October 25, 2018.  
 
Our professional journal is published 
annually and can be found on our website. 
Our journal committee encourages the 
submission of articles for review. In 
addition, our newsletters will continue to 
keep our members informed of the 
Academy’s activities and will highlight 
members ‘accomplishments. Please visit our 
website at www.nyape.org  
 
I look forward to greeting each of you at our 
fall dinner.  
 
Respectfully, 
 
Giovanna Delucchi, PhD 
President 
New York Academy of Public Education 
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         Mr. Irv Gikofsky- “Mr. G” 
                 TV Weatherman at WPIX 

      GUEST SPEAKER  
                          October 25, 2018 
                        The Princeton Club 
 

 

 

  

 

 

Mr. G began his career as a school teacher at 
Albert Einstein Intermediate School in The 
Bronx.  While a teacher, he created New York 
City’s school system’s first computerized 
weather program for use by children and 
their teachers.  After teaching in public 
schools for a decade, Mr. G was recruited 
right out of the classroom to become a TV 
Weatherman at New York’s WCBS-TV Channel 
2.  He joined WPIX as a weekday weatherman 
in September 1993 where he has won five 
Emmy Awards and an Edward R. Murrow 
Award.  
 
Mr. G is an ardent supporter of education and 
very involved in working with students.  To 
date, he has visited over 500 schools, 
especially lower income districts, where he 
speaks in classrooms (not just about weather, 
but motivationally as well).  Every year since 
it’s inception, he has participated in New 
York City’s “Principal For a Day” program 
declaring that day “homework and test free”! 
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The Academy in History 
 

the diverse communities in the metropolitan 
area. 
 
As Superintendent and Assistant 
Superintendent in troubled urban and 
suburban school districts he worked with 
school communities to reach new levels of 
student achievement, teacher professionalism 
and community involvement. In School District 
2 in New York City, he was part of a dynamic 
central office team which transformed a 
diverse, troubled inner-city district into a much 
replicated model for school reform.  Dr. 
Cavanna also was the founding Principal of the 
Mott Hall School, a magnet school that 
attracted students from one of the most poorly 
achieving school districts in NYC.  
 
In his most recent Superintendency, Dr. 
Cavanna led the West Orange Public School 
District with a culturally diverse student 
population where 50 languages are spoken by 
students. Prior to West Orange, Dr. Cavanna 
was a School Reform Scientist and Vice 
President for the American Institutes for 
Research in Washington D.C., a not-for-profit 
firm committed to school reform and designing 
educational systems which increase academic 
achievement. In this role, he guided design 
systems that assisted educators in meeting the 
needs of all students by providing customized 
professional support and tools to improve 
student learning.  
 
Dr. Cavanna’s impressive experience in 
program management, personnel 
development, educational reform, team 
building and public relations is extensive and 
has resulted in numerous honors and awards. 
How grateful, appreciative, and proud we are 
to profess that Dr. Anthony Cavanna, President 
elect of the NYAPE continues to share and 
contribute the invaluable professional 
knowledge of his professional to career to us 
all in the Academy.  
 

 
 
 

 

 
 

THE ACADEMY IN HISTORY 
By Carol Russo, Historian 

The New York Academy of Public Education founded in 
1912 as a professional honorary organization continues 
to provide a common forum and meeting ground for 
fostering educational activities between the 
professional community and the public at large.  
Membership in the Academy today is determined by 
invitation from the Board of Directors, extended to 
those who have achieved distinction in the field of 
education.  Today we acknowledge Dr. Anthony P. 
Cavanna, our currently elected President-Elect, for his 
vast experience of several decades in educational and 
community programs for children and adults.  
 
Dr. Cavanna has worked as Superintendent of Schools in 
New York and New Jersey for more than twenty years.  
In New York, Dr. Cavanna served as Superintendent and 
Deputy Superintendent of schools in New York City.  
While Superintendent in Plainview-Old Bethpage, the 
district was named one of the top achieving school 
districts in the nation.  In New Jersey, Dr. Cavanna 
served as Superintendent in West Orange, Fort Lee and 
Rahway where he continued to lead reform efforts to 
raise student achievement and foster excellence in 
culturally and language diverse school districts.  
 
Presently, Dr. Cavanna’s position is that of Associate 
Dean of Academic Affairs at the Fordham University 
Graduate School of Education. In this capacity Anthony’s 
expertise is focused on preparing teachers, counselors, 
psychologists and educational leaders to serve  
 



 

 

 

 
 

Spotlights 
 

- Denise Schira, longtime Executive Board Director and co-founding 
member of the New York State Association of Latino Administrators 
and Superintendents (NYS ALAS), was elected Vice President of the 
NYS Affiliate of National ALAS. 

- Denise Schira’s son Ryan was married to his childhood sweetheart 
Ava Smith on September 15, 2018 on Lake Michigan. 

- Congratulations to Executive Director Michael Troy, who is also an 
Ex-Captain in the East Meadow Fire Department.  Michael, along 
with team members NYPD Special Operations Officer Benjamin 
Reiver and NYPD K-9 Officer/Ex-Captain Robert Schmidt, completed 
the NYC Firefighter Memorial Stair Climb on July 1, 2018 at Tower 3 
of the World Trade Center.  On that day, the temperature reached 96 
degrees.  They all completed the climb of 80 flights and raised $952 
towards cancer support and research.  We are so proud of these 
heroes. Never forget! 
 



 

  

 
 
 
 
 

WELCOME TO OUR 
INDUCTEES 

OCTOBER 25, 2018 
 

Vasilios Biniaris 
Margarita Eracleous 

Dr. Alexandra Estrella 
Robert B. Fried 

Matthew J. Goodman 
Dr. Mauriciere de Govia 

Nakia Howell 
Kuvana Jones 

Ann Leiter 
Christina Wallace 

 
 

Upcoming Events 

Educational Forum 

Monday, November 5, 2018 

Fordham University 

McMahon Hall  

 


