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Message from the President
Giovanna Delucchi, President
As I begin my second year as President of the
New York Academy of Public Education, I want
to thank our Board of Directors for their
continued support and initiative in making
the year a success.
This past school year, as in previous years, the
Academy addressed critical issues in public
urban education. At times dealing with state
and federal guidelines and at other times
issues such as English Language Learners and
Students with Disabilities. We discussed
issues such as homelessness and poverty that
adversely affects the education of students in
urban areas, and how to ensure equity and
excellence for all students.
Mr. G, the weatherman, a well- recognized
figure in NYC spoke very genuinely at our fall
dinner meeting about his upbringing and
experiences as a NYC student and teacher. He
was both motivational and inspiring in his
presentation, and a role model for students
living in urban areas.
First Deputy Chancellor, Cheryl WatsonHarris, inspired us with her story at our
winter dinner meeting. As a youngster she set
her goal to make a difference in our world and
has worked to ensure equity and excellence
for students in the various roles she has held
leading up to and including her present
position.
Mr. Mark Cannizzaro, the President of the CSA
was our medalist at our May dinner. He was
very passionate about his beliefs in public
education and his support of students as well
as leaders and administrators.

As educators, we remain committed to
supporting all students in working up to their
full potential. Thus realizing their hopes and
dreams as many of our speakers have shared.
The Academy is proud to provide a community
of educational professionals who come
together to share experiences and debate
possible solutions to some of the problems we
face as educators. We have been fortunate to
feature professionals currently involved in
instructional leadership positions as well as
transformational leaders with decades of
experience in urban education. They provide
an invaluable resource to leaders, motivate
teachers and students and inspire positive
changes in the urban public education system.
We are proud to announce that Senator Shelley
B. Mayer, Chair of the New York State Education
Committee will be our speaker at our fall
dinner meeting. We look forward to her
presentation. In addition, our forum scheduled
for November 12th at Fordham University,
entitle, “Credibility of tests in assessing student
achievement and schools”, promises to be an
informative and challenging discussion with a
selected panel of well-versed persons.
Wishing everyone a successful, thoughprovoking school year. Let’s keep each child in
mind and try to provide them the same caliber
of education that we would expect for our own
children.
Respectfully,
Giovanna Delucchi, PhD
President

Guest Speaker
Senator Shelley B. Mayer
Chair of the New York State Senate Education Committee
GUEST SPEAKER
October 15, 2019

Ms. Mayer has spent her career as an
advocate for New Yorkers. She is an
experienced and progressive leader.
Ms. Meyer was selected to the New
York State Senate to represent the 37th
District in an April 2018 Special
Election, and she was subsequently reelected in November 2018.
Prior to her time in the State Senate,
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On behalf of The New York Academy of
Public Education we are pleased and
honored to have Senator Mayer as our
Guest Speaker.

The Academy in History
.

Dr. Douglas Hathaway
By Carol

THE ACADEMY IN HISTORY
By Carol Russo, Historian

After a nationwide search for a new CSA
WELFARE FUND ADMINISTRATOR, Dr.
Douglas Hathaway was unanimously
approved for the position. Dr. Hathaway
has been with The Welfare Fund since 1999
when he joined the staff as Assistant
Administrator of Technology. As software
computer designer and programmer, he
assumed the huge responsibility as
Administrator with the New York City
Council of Supervisors and Administrators
in 2007.

Dr. Hathaway, is a name known to all in
the New York City School System for his
invaluable achievements and fostering
of personal service and advice to its
members.

A prestigious member and Board Director
with The New York Academy of Public
Education, Dr. Hathaway received a BA
degree from Geneva College, MA from
Michigan State University and Doctorate in
Sociology of Education from Michigan
State.

Dr.
Hathaway’s
continued
accomplishments and professional life
contribute vastly to the richness of the
history of The New York Academy.

Dr. Hathaway has implemented many
technological improvements to fund
administration including control of email,
development of the website, electronic
processing of prescription drug copayment reimbursements and seamless
processing for retiree chapter benefits.

When in attendance at Board of Director
meetings and Annual Dinner Meetings,
one can observe Dr. Hathaway
surrounded by members and guests for
his worthwhile advice and commitment
to all of us.

Carol Russo
Historian

The Mission

The mission of the Academy is to promote the interests of urban education in both
public and private schools and universities in the New York Metropolitan Area.

The Vision

The vision of the Academy is to create as AGORA for the exchange of ideas among educators who
wish to encourage and uphold the promotion of the highest standards and ideals of
public education in the greater New York metropolitan area.
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Spotlight
• Congratulations to our Board of Directors member Dr. Catalina
Castillo. Congratulations also goes out to the Freeport Union
Free School District! Freeport just brought Dr. Castillo in as
Director of Grants, Funded Programs and Student Achievement.
Catalina has had great success in previous positions
contributing to high student achievement and successful funding
of programs and initiatives. Most recently, she was the
Ombudsman for Enrollment for Enrollment and Academic
Placement for the Westbury Public Schools. The students and
educators in Freeport are truly fortunate to have Dr. Castillo on
their team!!
• Academy member Jaqueline Frangis is pleased and proud to
announce that ELEVATE EDUCATORS is offering PreK-12
workshops across content areas for teachers and supervisors. If
you visit http://elevateeducator.com, you will be treated to their
catalog of offerings beginning with “Wonder of Learning”
which takes place on October 22nd, 2019.
• On Friday, September 13th, 2019, Irish Echo presented its ninth
annual Irish Labor Awards at the Doubletree Hotel at 569
Lexington Ave. We salute NYAPE member Donna McGuire who
was honored as a Labor Ambassador.
• On August 18-20 and August 27, under the leadership of Randy
Asher (Senior Advisor to the Chief Operating Officer) and
AnnMarie Dull (Office of Talent Management & Innovation),
nearly 2,500 new 3K-12 teachers attended New Teacher
Induction events. The pre-service professional development
experience implemented in partnership with the UFT was
conducted simultaneously in all five boroughs. Attendees heard
from Chancellor Carranza and UFT Vice-President Karen
Alford, engaged in an array of workshops designed to give them
a taste of different areas of focus that they will encounter in
their careers at the DOE. Workshops including an Implicit Bias
Overview, a review of key regulations and policies, several
mindfulness experiences, and an immersion into the Danielson
Framework. Teachers also received valuable resources, had
time to network, and hear about benefits and support from the
UFT.
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