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Message from the President
Anthony P. Cavanna, President

Educators, our heroes, who have worked
tirelessly to make the transitions as seamless
and supportive as possible and, at the same
time, address the inequities that exist in our
schools.

Dear Academy Members,
Welcome to the latest edition of our
newsletter and to the year 2021, a year that
promises to be one of the most challenging
years (if not the most challenging year) in our
history. The Board and I would like to take
this opportunity to wish a Happy and Healthy
New Year to all our members and their loved
ones. As we continue to face the pandemic, I
would invite you to join me in remembering
our colleagues, family and friends who have
been affected in the course of this health
crisis.

On behalf of the NYAPE Officers and Board of
Directors, I would like to thank Editor-inChief, John C. Jangl, Ed.D. for the publication of
the Ninth Annual Professional Journal which
was published in December, 2020 and
available on our website
https://nyape.org/wpcontent/uploads/2020/12/NYAPE-researchjournal-2020.pdf. If you are interested in
publishing an article for the next edition,
please submit them to Dr. Jangl. Guidelines are
posted on our website. As you probably know,
the NYAPE Medalist Award is the highest
award bestowed by the academy on an
individual who has impacted and/or
improved our public education system. More
information will be sent out about this year’s
recipient and the event prior to the May
Medalist Meeting.

Before turning to the business of the NYAPE,
however, I would like to reflect with you on
the two major issues/events of the past year:
the pandemic and the blossoming of a new
civil rights movement aimed at addressing
racism in our country. First, let us commit to
working together and focusing on creating the
type of education system that was envisioned
by our founding fathers. We still have not
created those schools. That is to say, we have
not succeeded in creating schools and a
culture in those schools in which all of our
students are truly equal. Race, income and zip
code still dictate the kind of education that we
provide our students and the support we
make available to our communities. Let us
now take up and meet the challenges that lie
before us and make a difference.
Next, since March of last year, schools and
school systems have made difficult decisions
about teaching students either in person,
hybrid, or remotely. Many times, those
decisions
were
implemented
without
sufficient thought and planning and resulted
in unintended consequences for both students
and staff. I commend and congratulate our

Be well, Be Safe and Continue to Support our
Schools,
Anthony P. Cavanna, Ed.D.
President
New York Academy of Public Education
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Dr. Thomas Hagerman joined the
Scarsdale Union Free Public Schools
as Superintendent of Schools on July
1, 2014. He also serves as a Co-Chair
of the Scarsdale Center for
Innovation, and the Board Chair of
the Global Learning Alliance, an
international consortium of
innovative top schools and
universities dedicated to
understanding and sharing principles
and practices of a world-class
education across educational
contexts.
Dr. Hagerman has served as a
teacher, principal, and
superintendent in both K-8 and K-12,
high-performing, school districts in
communities with high community
expectations and exemplary student
achievement.
Before Scarsdale, he served as
Superintendent of the nationally
renowned Winnetka School District
36 on Chicago’s north shore. He also
served as Superintendent ofMthe River
s Illinois
Forest School District 90 in

.
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And Riverdale District in Oregon.
Dr. Hagerman earned a bachelor’s
degree in English and a master’s
degree in Education from Lewis and
Clark College, and a doctoral degree in
Policy, Organization, and
Management from the University of
Oregon. Over the course of his career,
Dr. Hagerman received numerous
awards from the National School
Public Relations Association, including
Golden Achievement Award of
Excellence.

The Academy in History
First Deputy Chancellor
Donald Conyers
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THE ACADEMY IN HISTORY
By Carol Russo, Historian

First Deputy Chancellor, Donald Conyers,
is a member extraordinaire of The New
York Academy of Public Education. As first
deputy chancellor, Donald works daily in
support of our chancellor’s priorities
whole overseeing the executive
superintendents who are charged with the
supervision and support of system
leaders, teachers, staff, and students.
A veteran of the New York City public
school system, Donald began his journey
with New York City public schools in 1968
as a Bronx kindergartner at the Castle on
the Hill- PS 31. After a four-year hiatus to
complete his undergraduate degree, he
returned to the Department of Education
as a special education teacher while
working towards his master’s degree in
special education and another in
educational administration.
Donald has served the NYC public schools
with distinction for nearly forty years
holding a variety of teaching and
leadership positions, including special
education teacher, assistant principal,
principal of thirteen years,
superintendent of schools PK-12, and
senior supervising superintendent.

Presently, in addition to his
responsibilities as first deputy
Chancellor, he drives the Principal
tenure and evaluations systems,
Principal installation processes,
Superintendent and Deputy
Superintendent induction and
professional learning, the Office of
Leadership, and the School Workflow
Management.
Donald Conyers is arguably the first
African American male holding the
second in command role within the last
30-35 years, and his impressive career
as educator and leader unquestionably
demonstrates a milestone of
remarkable achievement.

Carol Russo
Historian

The Mission

The mission of the Academy is to promote the interests of urban education in both
public and private schools and universities in the New York Metropolitan Area.

The Vision

The vision of the Academy is to create as AGORA for the exchange of ideas among educators who
wish to encourage and uphold the promotion of the highest standards and ideals of
public education in the greater New York metropolitan area.
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Spotlight
• Congratulations to Dr. Michael Sampson who has received a
Fulbright U.S. Scholar Program award to Ukraine in the field of
Literacy. Dr. Sampson will research and teach English as a new
language to students at two Ukrainian universities. We are so
proud of our Academy member. Michael has served as Dean of
the Colleges of Education at St. John’s University and Southern
Connecticut State University and is the author of more than fifty
books. We wish Dr. Sampson great success!
• The New York Academy of Public Education extends best wishes
for success to Academy member Shawn Rux in his candidacy for
NYC Council District 31. We know that, when elected, Shawn
will be a stout advocate for education in our city!
• The New York Academy of Public Education is proud to
announce that our member, Dr. Morlena T. Robinson, has
earned her PhD from St. John’s University. The Academy is
delighted to recognize this prestigious, well-earned
accomplishment. On behalf of President Cavanna, the Board of
Directors and the entire membership of the New York Academy
of Public Education, we extend best wishes to Dr. Robinson for
continuing success as she moves forward in her omnipresent
pursuit of perfection in all she endeavors.
• The New York Academy of Public Education is proud to
announce that the NYS Board of Regents has unanimously
appointed Dr. Betty A. Rosa as Commissioner of Education and
President of the University of the State of New York, the first
Latina woman to serve in the position. The Commissioner leads
the Department and assists the Board of Regents and
Department in carrying out its mission to raise the knowledge,
skill, and opportunity of all the people in New York.
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