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Remember that the NYAPE Research Journal is
published semi-annually and can be found on
our website. Please submit articles to our
Research Journal Committee for review. In
addition, please look for our newsletters
which review our meetings, activities and the
accomplishments of our members.

Dear Academy Members,
I hope that this message finds you and your
loved ones healthy and safe. I am well aware
of your dedication to the transformative
power that education offers. The New York
Academy of Public Education welcomes and
supports each of you as part of our
community of diverse and engaged learners
as we stand together during these difficult
times. This fall we are continuing to hold our
meetings virtually with the hope that we may
resume in person meetings in the near future.
Once again, on behalf of the New York
Academy Board of Directors, thank you for
your partnership and for helping make
education possible for all children during
these difficult times. I know you came to this
profession with a passion to contribute to the
world through education. In my final year as
president, I encourage you to bring your
ideas, observations, and questions to our
meetings. Through our speakers and
discussions, you will find the knowledge,
skills, and relationships that will empower
you to continue to make meaningful change in
the lives of students of all ages.
I look forward to working with the members,
officers and the board of directors to serve
the vision of the Academy:

Lastly, please renew your membership for the
2021-2022 year by sending in your check or
money order in the amount of $85.oo payable
to: New York Academy of Public Education
mailed to Dr. Catalina Castillo, 666 3rd Place
South, Garden City, New York 11530. You can
also remit your dues through PayPal at
https://paypal.me/nyapeorg?locale.x=en_US Please enter
your name and email address in the notes
section.
Please let me know how the academy can
work to meet your expectations for
educational excellence.
Be well, Be Safe and Continue to Support our
Schools,
Anthony P. Cavanna, Ed.D.
President
New York Academy of Public Education

The vision of the Academy is to
create an agora for the exchange of
ideas among educators who wish to
encourage and uphold the
promotion of the highest standards
and ideals of Public Education in
the Greater New York Metropolitan
area.
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Guest Speaker
Dr. Lester W. Young, Jr.
Chancellor New York State Board of Regents
GUEST SPEAKER
October 21, 2021

Dr. Lester W. Young Jr, has made
creating opportunities “where every
student can be successful” the guiding
principle of his more than 50 years in
public service. He began his career
with the New York City Department of
Education, holding positions as:
Teacher, Guidance Counselor,
Supervisor of Special Education and
Principal. During his tenure as
Principal, PS 183 Brooklyn, was
recognized as a School of Excellence
by the United States Department of
Education and the New York State
Education Department in 1987.
Dr. Young also served as Assistant
and Associate Commissioner with the
NYSED (1988-1993) and led the
department’s efforts in NYC. Dr.
Young’s portfolio included state-wide
leadership responsibility for the
Offices of School Improvement,
Community Schools, Bilingual
Education, and Migrant Services and
Education.
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Dr. Young volunteers as a mentor to
superintendents, principals and
aspiring leaders throughout New
York City. He has been recognized by
many local, national education, and
civic education organizations for his
professional contributions. For Dr.
Young’s full bio, please click the
following link:
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1
-hB2qeqVXBD_IBjGxFCYf1ottmP62xbakSiWEH-CiY/edit?usp=sharing

The Academy in History
The New York Academy of
Public Education
By Carol

THE ACADEMY IN HISTORY
By Carol Russo, Historian

The New York Academy of Public
Education was founded in 1912 to
recognize individuals who have earned
special merit or contributed to the
advancement of education. Its mission is
to consider and to promote the interests of
urban education in both public schools,
private schools, and universities across
The Greater New York Metropolitan Area.
As history informs us, one of the earliest
academies was the Platonic Academy in
Florence, Italy in 1942 founded by Greek
scholars. Literary Academies sprang up
throughout Western Europe during the
16th and 17th centuries. Comprised of a
society of learned individuals, academies
throughout the centuries greatly
influenced the fields of education, art,
literature, music, and science or some
other cultural or intellectual area of
endeavor.
In 1912, a small group of educators
decided to form an association where they
could exchange ideas and share their
successes in education. The Academy
successfully provided a common forum
and meeting ground in fostering
educational activities between the

Professional community and the publicat-large. The Academy has created a
Medalist Award, annually honoring
individuals who have made significant
contributions to their fields and whose
lives exemplify The Academy’s vision of
service to society.
As a non-profit organization, the
operating revenues of the Academy are
obtained from membership dues.
Through our many Board and Dinner
meetings, newsletters and research
journals, the Academy looks forward to
expansion and development as it
continues to move forward. From The
Industrial Age of 1912 to the present
21st Century of the Digital Age, times
have changed, and as educators we will
rise to meet any challenges we may face.

Carol Russo
Historian

The Mission

The mission of the Academy is to promote the interests of urban education in both
public and private schools and universities in the New York Metropolitan Area.

The Vision

The vision of the Academy is to create as AGORA for the exchange of ideas among educators who
wish to encourage and uphold the promotion of the highest standards and ideals of
public education in the greater New York metropolitan area.
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Spotlight
• Member Maria Cleary is proud to announce the launch of
Readeezy, a digital literacy resource for challenged teen and
young adult readers. This “proof of concept” book is illustrated,
age appropriate and has interactive checks for understanding at
the end of each chapter. If you would like more information, get
in touch with President Cavanna. Maria has shared some
personal information about the inspiration for Readeezy with
Tony. She also has provided log-in information. The website is
https://www.readeezy.com
• The New York Academy of Public Education is proud to
announce that our member, Dr. Morlena T. Robinson has
earned her PhD from St. John’s University. The Academy is
delighted to recognize this prestigious, well-earned
accomplishment. On behalf of President Cavanna, the Board of
Directors and the entire membership of the New York Academy
of Public Education, we extend best wishes to Dr. Robinson for
continuing success as she moves forward in her omnipresent
pursuit of perfection in all she endeavors.
• The New York Academy of Public Education extends best wishes
for success to Academy member Shawn Rux in his candidacy for
NYC Council District 31. We know that, when elected, Shawn
will be a stout advocate for education in our city.
• The Academy would like to congratulate Past-President and Life
Time Member, Frank DeSario on his recent retirement. The
Academy wishes him all the best on his well-deserved rest and
any new endeavor he pursues.
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